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NEWS RELEASE
Fire alerts first responders to marijuana grow house

 
Seminole Co. Fla., (June 1, 2015) - The Seminole County Sheriff’s Office City-County Investigative
Bureau (CCIB) yesterday arrested Justin Burch, 32, of Winter Park, after a fire at his residence alerted
first responders to an indoor marijuana grow house.
 
At approximately 5 p.m., Sheriff’s deputies and the Seminole County Fire Department (SCFD)
responded to a fire at 8420 Admiral Point in unincorporated Winter Park and found a lawn trailer
adjacent to the garage fully engulfed in flames.  Firefighters extinguished the exterior blaze, but
continued to observe smoke emanating from the garage’s roof top.   Concerned about additional
fires inside the home and the possibility of nearby structures being affected, firefighters attempted
to go in the home, but Burch became uncooperative and initially tried to block the door.   Upon
entering the home, firefighters found no fire, but observed a large amount of marijuana plants, drug
paraphernalia, and propane tanks inside.

Deputies then contacted agents with CCIB who obtained a search warrant.  Inside the residence,
agents found a large-scale marijuana grow operation with 68 marijuana plants and 18 pounds of
harvested marijuana.  Agents estimate the street value of a pound of marijuana to be between
$3,500-4,500.  The plants averaged three to six feet in height, and were primarily located in two
rooms of the house.  Approximately half of the plants were mature; a mature plant can yield a
pound of marijuana per harvest and can produce three to four crops per year.  Agents believe the
house had the potential to generate more than $675,000 worth of marijuana annually.

Burch was charged with trafficking marijuana over 25 pounds and is being held without bond at the
John E. Polk Correctional Facility. 
 
Photographs of the marijuana plants, along with Burch’s arrest report and mug shot, are attached to
this release. 
 
Please do not respond back to this email as the account is not monitored.  For more information
contact:
Kristen Bentsen (kbentsen@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6950 - desk
(407) 637-9210 - cell
or
Kim Cannaday (kcannaday@seminolesheriff.org)
(407) 665-6978 - desk
(407) 402-3319 - cell
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8420 ADMIRAL PT, WINTER PARK, FL 32792


DEFENDANT


Height:


Local Address:


Job:


DL#:


Weight: Eyes: Hair:


Race: Sex: DOB: Or Age:


Alcohol Related: Drug Related:


W M 1/21/1983


508 160 BLU BRO N Y
Phone:               Residence:


Religion:


                         


DL State: FL SSN: S 
Citizenship: United States of America


Next of Kin: Relationship: NOK Phone:


Alias Name(s): Person Identifier(s):


BUILD SMALL BUILD SMALL 


Co-Defendant(s):


CHARGE(S)


P
C


The undersignted certifieds and swears that he/she has just and reasonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named defendant committed the following violation of law:


On the 30 of May, 2015 at 10:40 PM (Specifically include facts constituting cause for arrest.)     |   BOND: NO BOND


P.C. Exists for Charge(s): Judges's Signature: Date:


Weapon Seized:


Arrest Location:


Offense Location:


Arrest Date/Time:


Jail#:


No
8420 ADMIRAL PT, WINTER PARK, FL 32792
8420 ADMIRAL PT, WINTER PARK, FL 32792
5/30/2015 22:40
201500005608


Weapon Type: NA


Booked Date/Time:


Local#:
5/30/2015 23:10 Jail Date/Time:


FDLE#:
5/30/2015 23:10 Fingerprinted:


DOC#:
Y


Court Translator: N Language:


GPS monitored: If not a U.S. citizen, contact embassy consulateN


On May 30, 2015, Agent  obtained a search warrant for 8420 Admiral Point, Winter Park, Florida based on a marijuana 
grow operation being observed by members of the Seminole County Fire Department during a response to a fire at this location.  


CCIB Agents  and Agent  also smelled the odor of fresh marijuana coming from this residence after being 
called to the scene.


During the initial response by the Fire Department and Deputy Roderick Starling, the resident, Justin Burch exited this residence.  The 
actual owner of this property also arrived and stated that Justin Burch is the renter of this property and the owner provided a lease in his 
name.


Justin Burch was detained by Deputy Starling after attempting to interfere with the Fire Fighters, and after Deputy Starling gained the 
information that there was a marijuana grow operation inside his residence. 


The search warrant was signed by the Honorable Judge Marlene Alva on May 30, 2015, and served by Agent  with the 
assistance of Agent .  During a search of the residence Agent  recovered and seized the following items:
Sixty eight (68) cannabis plants, and large plastic bins that together, based on Agent  training and experience had a total 
weight of well over the twenty five (25) pound threshold for trafficking in cannabis.


All of the associated equipment needed for a marijuana “grow” operation to include, air conditioning systems, dehumidifiers, florescent 
and high intensity sodium grow lights, cooling ventilation systems, ballasts, and CO2 systems.  Agent  also seized a large 
amount of drug paraphernalia, and photographed numerous pieces of mail and other documents in the name of Justin Burch.


Based on the above information, Justin Burch was arrested and charged with trafficking in cannabis for being in actual possession of a 
marijuana grow operation that had a total weight, including cannabis plants and harvested cannabis of over twenty five (25) pounds. 


Justin was advised of his Miranda Rights but immediately stated he wanted his attorney.  Justin was transported to the Seminole County 
Jail for booking and all evidence was submitted to the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office Evidence Section and will be formally weighed 


Name Race Sex DOB or Age


Statute# TypeOrdinanceCounts Reason#Attempt/CommitCharge Description


1 893.135  1a Probable Cause


Drug Activity: Traffic Drug Type: Marijuana


            


Drug Qty: 0.00


DRUGS -MARIJUANA-TRAFFICEXCESS OF 25 
LBS OR 300 PLANTS OR MORE. (NO BOND)


No Commit


Business Address:


Business Phone:               


SELF EMPLOYED                      Business Name:


Marital: Place of Birth: NY


Name: BURCH, JUSTIN ROBERT 


County
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 54 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201500004486


Cmty: CIB







Defendant refused interview.


once the cannabis plants are dried.


Statements made by defendant prior to, during, and after arrest as related to each charge:


ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION


Miranda
Warning


HOLD FOR OTHER AGENCY
Name:


           Reason:


I swear/affirm the above and reversed and attached statements are true and correct. 
Officer's/Complaintant's Signature


                      107135
 Name(Printed) and Employee#


Verified By:


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 
undersigned


authority, this _____ day of
___________________,


in the year ____________.


Name/Title of Person Authorized to 
Adminster Oath.


B
O
N
D


I
N
F
O


Date Bond: Charge # Bond: Charge #


Type:          Type:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Date:


Returnable Court Date:


Release Time:


Releasing Officer:


ADULTS ONLY!!
Hold for First Appearance
DO NOT BOND


Bond 
Type:
1. R.O.R.
2. Cash


3.Surety
4. Bail/
     Bond


5. Cert.
6. Other
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ARREST REPORT


Seminole County Sheriff`s Office


N.S.A: 54 GRID


Agency ORI#: FL0590000 OBTS#:


For the Public:


Juvenile:


Agency Report #:


Yes


No


201500004486


Cmty: CIB
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